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Maritime Day 2009 Observed at Smithsonian Museum

WASHINGTON—The Maritime
Administration conducted the 2009
Maritime Day observance inside the
great halls of the Smithsonian
Institution’s National Museum of
American History on May 22. The
well-attended event was held just
prior to that morning’s grand opening
of the museum’s newest exhibit
called: “On the Water: Stories from
Maritime America.”

Maritime Day was originally
established by Congress in 1933 to
commemorate the first successful
transoceanic voyage under steam
propulsion but since that time, it has
developed into a day to honor the
sacrifices of America’s merchant
mariners, and the contributions made
to the nation by the U.S. maritime
industry.

Guest speakers at this year’s
observance included U.S. Department
of Transportation Secretary Ray
LaHood, Smithsonian Institution
Secretary Dr. G. Wayne Clough,
American History Museum Director
Dr. Brent Glass, “On the Water” Project
Director Paula Johnson, former
Maritime Administrator Vice Adm.
Albert Herberger, and the vice
chairman of the board for the A.P.
Moeller-Maersk company, Ane Uggla.

Secretary LaHood provided the
keynote address, awarded medals to
two surviving World War II merchant
mariners, officially recognized the
brave crew members from the
Maersk Alabama, and helped cut the
ribbon to open the museum’s newest
transportation exhibit.

While congratulating the
museum on its fine new exhibit, the
secretary paused to honor and
remember America’s fallen mariners.

“Time and again, civilian
merchant mariners and their Navy
and Coast Guard counterparts have

bravely defended our nation and put
themselves in danger to help others
in need,” said Secretary LaHood. “More
than 6,000 American seafarers lost
their lives in World War II—and nearly
150 students enrolled in the U.S.
Merchant Marine Academy also died
serving their country...”

The secretary offered other
examples of mariners who answered
the call to duty in spite of danger
including the mariners who rushed
to aid the passengers and crew of US
Airways Flight 1549 that made an
emergency landing in the Hudson
River earlier this year, and the
merchant mariner crew of the
Maersk Alabama who were
captured by Somali pirates but
survived with courage and dignity.
Three crewmembers of the Alabama
were in the audience—1st Mate
Shane Murphy, 3rd Mate Colin Wright
and 2nd Engineer Dick Matthews—
and were asked by the secretary to
stand and be recognized. They rose

Secretary of Transportation Ray LaHood delivers keynote remarks to scores of
attendees at the special Maritime Day observance inside the Smithsonian’s National
Museum of American History, May 22, 2009.

and were greeted with hearty
applause.

A short while later during the
secretary’s remarks, thunderous
applause and cheers were heard as
he bestowed medals and campaign
ribbons on two World War II
merchant mariner veterans—E.
Spurgeon “Spud” Campbell and
Waldemar Semenov—both of whom
came under enemy fire while
delivering supplies to far-flung troops
under very hazardous conditions and
also managed to survive their sinking
ships.

Following the medal
presentation, a traditional wreath-
laying ceremony was conducted in
memory of all of America’s fallen
mariners while a lone Navy bugler
sounded taps.

Feature          Story

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

Feature and photo by
Thom Robinson, MARAD
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The Propeller Club of Houston, Texas, names
its 2008 Maritime Person of the Year!

devastated Galveston Island, the
Bolivar Peninsula and many other
areas within our region.

The Propeller Club of Houston,
www.propellerclubhouston.org, is a
strong and growing organization of
several hundred members.  “This Club
has a long tradition, beginning with
the club’s inception in 1940, of
philanthropic service and support to
local organizations” says Steven J.
Butler, Propeller Club of Houston
President. “The Club Membership and
Board of Governors lead with others
in the maritime community to
support of these charitable activities
while promoting Houston’s Port and
the local Maritime community.”

The Propeller Club of Houston
held its annual National
Maritime Day Luncheon on

Thursday, May 21, 2009 at the
prestigious Houston Club’s “Texan
Room” located in downtown
Houston, Texas.  David E. Kelly, Past
President of the Propeller Club of
Houston noted that “Our annual
Maritime Day Luncheon provides a
forum where we showcase the
activities of the Club, honor those
who have made outstanding
contributions, and award the
recipients of the Club’s effort.” The
event was well attended by industry
leaders, U.S. Coast Guard and
government officials.

The honor of 2008 Maritime
Person of the Year was bestowed
upon Captain William J. Diehl –
Captain of the Port – USCG Sector
Houston-Galveston.  Captain Diehl,
who retired from the Coast Guard on
June 19, 2009 after 31 years of
distinguished service to the nation,
graciously accepted the award, and
shared colorful and heartfelt words
of appreciation.  The Houston
maritime sector will sorely miss
Captain Diehl, who will remain in the
Houston area with his lovely wife
Annette; his mark on our region has
been significant and indelible.

Also honored at the National
Maritime Day Luncheon, was Ms.
Patricia A. Poulos, named Propeller
Club of Houston Person of the Year.
Patricia is a tireless contributor to the
many successes of the Propeller Club
of Houston, and serves as its Secretary.
Patricia is a valued employee of the
Houston International Seafarers
Centers, Inc., with which the
Propeller Club works closely.  Neither

the Seafarers Center nor the Propeller
Club would be the same without the
valued contributions made by
Patricia.

The luncheon included
donations of $49,000 made by the
Propeller Club to several local
philanthropic organizations and
student scholarships, and featured a
keynote address by The Honorable Ed
Emmett, Harris County Judge.  Judge
Emmett provided an enlightening
discussion about the immense job of
Hurricane Preparedness that the City
of Houston, Harris County Texas, and
surrounding cities and counties must
undertake.  The Judge provided an
insightful commentary about lessons
learned from Hurricane Ike, which

Feature          Story
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Hello Everyone,

The headquarters office has been very busy lately with the planning of our
annual Salute to Congress dinner.  We had a great turnout and everyone who
attended agreed that this year’s event was another success. We have now settled
back into our normal routine. If we over-looked any correspondences or request
please forgive us and if the matter is still relevant now would be the perfect time
to revisit the issue.

In addition, John has been working with a member of the Boston Propeller
Club to reinstate the Director and Officer Liability insurance program. This is
something that John has just begun to look into; we will keep the Clubs updated
on the status of insurance coverage as we gather more information.

We have a good stock of Port President, Past Port President and member pins
on hand.

On a personal note, I will be having my second child in early August.  Because
of this, the Officers are in  the  process of  making arrangements to assure  we can
maintain our level of service while I am away.   We will do our best to have a
smooth transition during this time and do not expect any significant variance from
the normal headquarters “status quo”.

I hope everyone has a wonderful and safe summer,

Best regards,
Shannon
Executive Assistant
Propeller Club International Headquarters

Administrative Corner
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to save half a day to visit this exhibit
and remind yourself of how much our
industry means and has meant to this
Country throughout its history.

Looking ahead to the Fall, we
have our Convention coming up in
Seattle, Washington October 6-9 (to
be featured in the next edition of the
Quarterly).  I also have a reminder for
those who may be considering
attending the 20th Annual Breakbulk
Conference in New Orleans,
Louisiana, October 10-13 sponsored
by the Journal of Commerce.  By
special arrangement with JOC
Conferences, Propeller Club
members receive a 10 percent
discount on registration fees for this
and other JOC conferences during
the year.  Simply enter the code
BBNO-PCI when registering for New
Orleans event on line and you will
receive the discount.

I would again like to thank all of
those working at the local and
regional levels for their contributions
to making the Propeller Club what it
is today and helping us to move
forward to an even greater tomorrow.

This has truly been an active spring
for your Propeller Club both in the
United States and
internationally.  In
March, the National
Executive Committee
met in Amelia Island,
Florida in conjunction
with a very successful
Southeast Region
Conference.  April
featured the 25th

Annual Salute to
Congress in
Washington, DC, this
year honoring
Chairman Ike Skelton from the State
of Missouri and Chairman of the
House Armed Services Committee.
May once again featured Maritime
Day celebrations in the United States,
with the Executive Vice President,
John Angus, joining the Club in
Paducah, Kentucky for their
celebration and the National
Executive Committee meeting in
Evansville, Indiana to join their
festivities.  Maritime Day in Europe
followed closely in early June in
Concarneau, France.

As always, Maritime Day gives us
an opportunity to pause in our daily
activities to honor the men and
women of our merchant marine, who,
with our soldiers, sailors, airmen, and
marines have done so much in our
Country’s history to help preserve
the freedoms upon which this Nation
was founded and which are enjoyed
today by free peoples around the
world.  At the same time, the piracy
attacks on United States-flag vessels
in April, as well as those of other
maritime countries, remind us that
the sea remains a dangerous place
and that those who serve on it
deserve our continuing thoughts and
support.

Maritime Day also reminds us
that service in support of our armed

forces is not just a
thing of the past, but
that the United States-
flag merchant marine
continues to support
U.S. and Coalition
forces engaged in
combat in Iraq and
Afghanistan and at
bases around the
world.  Between 2002
and 2008, United
States-flag commercial
vessels and their U.S.

citizen crews delivered over 50
percent of all equipment and supplies
utilized in Operations Enduring
Freedom and Iraqi Freedom, and that
today over 70 percent of those
supplies are being carried by
commercial vessels.  As important,
when U.S. Government-owned sealift
vessels crewed by civilian mariners
are included in the computation, over
97 percent of all equipment and
supplies transported to those theaters
have been by vessels crewed by U.S.
citizen civilian mariners.

Maritime Day in Washington, DC
featured the opening of the “On the
Water: Stories from Maritime America”
exhibit at the Smithsonian
Institution’s National Museum of
American History.  This exhibit was
made possible by a grant from the A.P.
Møller and Chastine Mc-Kinney
Møller Foundation in appreciation of
the family’s and the A.P. Moller Maersk
Group’s long history of close ties with
the United States and the strong
friendship between the Danish and
American peoples.  Never before has
our industry been featured in a
permanent exhibit of this scale, so if
you are traveling to Washington, DC
this summer or in the future be sure

International President’s Message

President’s          Message
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Rolf Marshall

Upcoming Events
Port Everglades:
Christmas Party - 18 Dec 2009
Golf Tournament - 12 Feb 2010
Baltimore:
Annual Crab Feast, Aug. 13th
Norfolk: Golf outing in June
Seattle: Annual Golf Tournament
at Harbor Point, Aug. 27th
Charleston: Annual Harbor Cruise
aboard the Carolina Belle, June 24th
Houston:
Annual Salute dinner, July 16th
Evansville: Joe Gagon Annual Golf
Tournament, June15th
Nashville: Golf Scramble, June 26th
Louisville:
2009 Annual Golf Scramble, July 3rd

*Past events included for informational purposes.
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Houston to Salute GBF and the late Harold Bludworth

The Galveston
Bay Foundation
and the late

Harold Bludworth were
“saluted” on Thursday,
July 16, 2009, at the
annual Salute Dinner
hosted by the Houston
Propeller Club at the
Monument Inn Restau-
rant in La Porte, Texas.

 The GalvGalvGalvGalvGalveston Baeston Baeston Baeston Baeston Bay Fy Fy Fy Fy Foundationoundationoundationoundationoundation
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization
established in 1987 under the laws
of the State of  Texas. The Foundation’s
strength is that it involves a true cross-
section of Bay interests to address
issues and concerns related to
Galveston Bay. It is managed by a
strong Board of Trustees whose
members represent sport and
commercial fishing groups,
government agencies, recreational
users, environmental groups,
shipping, development, and business
interests. The mission of the
Foundation is to preserve, protect,
and enhance the natural resources of
the Galveston Bay estuarine system
and its tributaries for present users
and for posterity. Its programs in
advocacy, conservation, education,
and research strive to ensure that
Galveston Bay remains a beautiful and
productive place for generations to
come.

GBF’s advadvadvadvadvocacyocacyocacyocacyocacy programs allow
GBF to serve as the watchdog for
Galveston Bay. With its partners, GBF
has successfully supported passage of
state and federal legislation on behalf
of the Bay: the Texas Oil Spill
Prevention an Response Act, the Texas
Estuaries Act, the Texas Coastal
Management Program, and the

Federal Clean Waters
and Estuary Restoration
Act of 2000.

GBF’s conserconserconserconserconservvvvvationationationationation
programs focus on
wetlands preservation
and restoration. GBF’s
nationally recognized,
c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d
habitat restoration
program, called “Marsh

Mania,” has involved thousands of
citizen volunteers and restored
hundreds of acres of wetlands over
the last eleven years.

GBF’s educat ioneducat ioneducat ioneducat ioneducat ion programs
provide science-based environmental
education focused on Galveston Bay.
The goal of the program is to develop
a knowledgeable constituency,
ranging from school children to
public officials, which recognizes the
positive quality-of-life benefits that a
healthy Galveston Bay system
provides for the entire Houston/
Galveston region.

GBF’s rrrrresearesearesearesearesearccccchhhhh programs focus
on the monitoring of created
wetlands and restored habitat across
Galveston Bay.

Throughout its 22 years of
service GBF has helped to include
Galveston Bay as part of the National
Estuary Program; established a Bay-
wide volunteer water quality
monitoring program; created,
restored, and protected over 3,000
acres of new marsh habitat;
developed the Bay Ambassador
docent program; produced numerous
educational field trips for the public
each year; organized the annual Bay
Day celebration; built consensus
among dozens of Bay partners and
stakeholders; and set a national

Feature          Story

record for
volunteer marsh
restoration in a single day event.

GBF has been awarded numerous
awards including the Gulf Guardian
Award, the Coastal America
Partnership Award, the National
Wetland Conservation Award and the
U.S. Department of the Interior
Cooperative Conservation Award.

The late HarHarHarHarHarold Monty (Bub)old Monty (Bub)old Monty (Bub)old Monty (Bub)old Monty (Bub)
BludBludBludBludBludwwwwworororororththththth passed away on January
17, 2009 with his beloved wife of 63
years, his children, their spouses, and
grandson at his side.

Born in Galveston, Texas, April 13,
1921 to John Leonard and Ruth
Bludworth, Bub and his three
brothers grew up hunting, fishing,
sailing, and building boats on the
Texas coast.  He joined the Navy
during World War II and served in the
Pacific Theater.  Following the war, he
and his brothers purchased four PT
boats, then along with their wives
they sailed them from the West Coast
to Texas through the Panama Canal.

A lifelong boat builder and naval
architect, at the end of World War II
he joined his 3 brothers to run their
father’s shipyard, Bludworth Shipyard
on the Houston Ship Channel. After
the sale of Bludworth Shipyard, he
opened a new marine repair yard
with cousin Lennie Bond and
established the Bludworth-Bond
Shipyard.

A self-taught naval architect Bub
was a 50+ year member of the Society
for Naval Architects and was a
member of the Propeller Club for 36
years. In addition he received the
Houston Propeller Club’s Person of
the Year award in 1986.

Bub will be sorely missed.
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Port of Duluth-Superior   continued from previous page

Port          News

opportunities will offer customers a
complimentary route to rail and truck
traffic – a marine alternative that
would reduce emissions, improve air
quality and safety for the motoring
public, and alleviate congestion along
our nation’s roadways and borders. As
it has for decades, the Port of Duluth-
Superior will continue to play a
pivotal role at the Head of the Lakes
– the inland hub of this burgeoning
binational marine highway.

And a final note…it’s not just
cargo  moving on this inland
waterway. After extensive efforts to
revitalize passenger cruising on the
Great Lakes, the Port of Duluth has
been chosen to be one of the
embarkation points for a series of
weeklong, one-way Toronto-Duluth
expedition cruises aboard the Clelia
II.  This development bodes well for
the future of additional passenger
cruising along the Great Lakes St.
Lawrence Seaway System.

FFFFFaaaaavvvvvorororororaaaaabbbbble le le le le WWWWWinds inds inds inds inds AheadAheadAheadAheadAhead
Fifty years ago, foreign ships

visiting the Port of Duluth-Superior
brought cargoes ranging from raw
materials for manufacturing to
automobiles, bicycles, cases of
whiskey, bags of coffee beans, bales
of twine and steel pipe.  Today, most
oceangoing vessels (i.e. “salties”)
arrive here loaded with energy-
related cargo:   heavy-gauge
equipment headed for the Canadian
oil sands and wind turbine
components for dozens of North
American wind farms. In five years,
wind energy freight tonnage tripled
here; last year alone, Duluth handled
more than 2,000 components –
towers, blades, nacelles, hubs,
spinners and containers of smaller
parts. Most were inbound from
European manufacturers for delivery

to major projects in the Upper
Midwest; but the port has also served
projects as far away as Montana,
Missouri and Oklahoma and handled
outbound shipments of blades to
Spain, Canada and Brazil. Not
surprisingly, logistics experts rank the
Port of Duluth among the top 10
ports (by volume) in North America
for transloading wind turbine
components, in addition to the port’s
reputation for quality service and
customer satisfaction.

A lot has changed in 50 years, yet
the Great Lakes St. Lawrence Seaway
System remains the safest, most
efficient mode of transportation for
moving cargo in and out of North
America’s heartland. In fact, the Port
of Duluth-Superior favors expanding
the shipping season along the Seaway.
Exploring more “short sea shipping”
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The Southeast Region of the International Propeller
Club of the United States met March16-18,2009,
at Amelia Island Plantation Resort near

Jacksonville. The Southeast Region is made up of Clubs
from 14 Ports in the Southeast United States. Those Ports
in attendance were Charleston, SC, Gulfport, MS,
Jacksonville, FL, Key West, FL, Miami, FL, Mobile, AL,
Pascagoula, MS, Pensacola, FL, Port Canaveral, FL, Port
Manatee, FL, Port of Tampa, and Savannah, GA. The only
two Ports not sending representatives were Port
Everglades, FL and St. Petersburg, FL.

The event was hosted by the Propeller Club, Port
of Jacksonville and was coordinated with the first annual
JaxPort Intermodal Conference sponsored by the Port
of Jacksonville and held at the same location. A business
meeting was held on Monday, the 16th and continued
on Wednesday, the 18th, with the Intermodal Conference
held on the 17th. All of the attending Clubs reported on
their activities for the year and upcoming events and
projects. Maritime education was a common theme

Southeast Region Holds Annual Conference in Conjunction
With JaxPort Intermodal Conference

among all of the Clubs and a
priority going forward into the
new year. Other topics of
discussion were TWIC/FUPAC
issues in Florida and TWIC roll
out in the Ports in the
Southeast. There is information
circulating that the Federal
Government will be looking to
move the responsibility of
TWIC renewal beginning in
2013 - 2014, to individual Ports
or localized subcontracted
offices and away from the Lockeed Martin US contract
that will expire in 2011. The Port of Tampa club will
distribute information on the TWIC is Enough campaign
to member Ports in Florida and ask that they distribute
and get signatures on a petition to consolidate
background checks required under the current
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Port Manatee’s stature as an
emerging container port took
a major step forward last month

when Executive Director David L.
McDonald and Panama Canal
Authority CEO Alberto Alemán agreed
to a two-year strategic alliance. The
accord, known as a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU), allies the two
organizations to achieve increased
trade by soliciting shippers
worldwide through collaborative
marketing and information sharing.

Port Manatee becomes the 10th
U.S. member of an exclusive Panama
Canal MOU fraternity, including the
Port Authority of New York and New
Jersey, Georgia Ports Authority, South
Carolina State Ports Authority, Virginia
Port Authority, Massport, Port of
Miami, Port of Tampa, Port of Houston
and the Port of New Orleans. Port
Manatee, the closest U.S. deepwater
seaport to the Panama Canal, is the
only non-established container port
in the group.

“The MOU with the Panama
Canal Authority formalizes a
relationship we have enjoyed for
nearly 40 years and demonstrates the
canal’s confidence in Port Manatee’s
future as a container port. In time, that
confidence will result in thousands
of regional jobs,” McDonald predicted
after the signing.

Two years ago the Panama Canal
Authority (ACP) broke ground on the
$5.25 billion Panama Canal
expansion. The project essentially
doubles the canal’s capacity with the
creation of two new sets of locks,
enhanced navigational features and
the addition of new access channels
– all to accommodate larger post-
Panamax-sized ships.

Construction is
expected to be
complete in five years.

“This collaboration
is beneficial as we seek
innovative ways to
provide our customers
with the most safe,
reliable and efficient
service,” added Alemán.
“Looking ahead to 2014 and the
completion of the waterway, we
anticipate growth in trade and the
emergence of new economic
opportunities – definitely a win-win
for our customers, the people of
Manatee County (Florida) and the
people of Panama.”

Gerhard Kurz, a Florida-based
member of the ACP Advisory Board,
agrees with Alemán’s perception.
“Port Manatee’s unique geographic
location on Florida’s Tampa Bay and
proximity to the Panama Canal –
combined with its inspired vision for
the development of logistics
distribution facilities – speak volumes
about its future as an emerging
container port,” said Kurz, the former
president of Mobil Shipping and
Transportation Company and former
chairman and CEO of Seabulk
International.

As part of the partnership, the
ACP and Port Manatee will work
together in a series of activities to
promote both the canal and the port.
The agreement demonstrates each
organization’s commitment to
encouraging increased trade and
meeting the needs of today’s
maritime and shipping industries.

In preparation for this
opportunity, last year the Manatee
County Port Authority and Manatee

Port Manatee Signs Strategic
Alliance with Panama Canal
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County government collaborated to
create the Port Manatee
Encouragement Zone (EZ). The EZ
features 3,700 acres of privately held
land at Port Manatee’s front gate,
creating a unique intermodal
distribution development
opportunity. Local impact fees have
been reduced or eliminated in the EZ,
based on the type of development
and quality and number of jobs
created.

Access to the EZ and Interstate
75 will be guaranteed with a
proposed east-west connector road,
preserving the port’s interstate
connectivity. The Florida Department
of Transportation is midway through
a Project Design and Environment
study to determine the preferred
alignment for the new road, which
will connect with U.S. 41 at the port’s
entrance.

Supporting these efforts, the
Florida Legislature passed a bill to
extend Port Manatee’s exemption
from rules governing Developments
of Regional Impact (DRI).
Developments within the EZ that
might otherwise be subject to
restrictive DRI rules are spared the
years-long process of permitting,
speeding new projects forward. “In
anticipation of this opportunity with

continued on page 14
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Seattle, Tacoma Ports are the Green Gateway for Trade
Carbon footprint for Asian cargo lower even than all-water routes

The Ports of Seattle and Tacoma
recently announced the
results of a groundbreaking

study that quantifies the carbon
footprint of containers coming
through the Puget Sound. The lowest
emission route to ship cargo from
Asia to the U.S. Midwest is through
the Puget Sound – the “Green
Gateway” for trade.

“The carbon study results are
good news, and a great boost to our
efforts to measure and reduce our
environmental impact,” said Port of
Seattle CEO Tay Yoshitani. “Our
ongoing sustainability initiatives have
created a ‘Green Gateway’ that is good
for our environment and our
customers.”

“We are proud of our many port
customers and tenants who have
joined us to deliver a cleaner,
healthier environment while
contributing valuable jobs and goods
to our state’s economy,” said Port of
Tacoma Executive Director Tim
Farrell. “They help us demonstrate
that businesses can do well by doing
good.”

The study, commissioned by the
Port of Seattle, was conducted by
Herbert Engineering, a ship design,
engineering and transportation
consulting firm based in California.
They analyzed carbon footprints of
trade routes between Singapore,
Hong Kong, and Shanghai, and the U.S.
distribution hubs of Chicago,
Columbus and Memphis as well as
routes that use US East and Gulf Coast
ports via the Panama and Suez canals.

For ports of origin as far south as
Singapore, carbon emissions for cargo
moving by ship to the Pacific
Northwest and by rail to a broad
swath of the United States are lower

than on routes through the Panama
Canal, Norfolk, New York and
California.

Prior to its release, the Port of
Seattle had Herbert Engineering’s
study independently reviewed, and
also asked trade experts, customers,
and shipping partners to review the
results. Outdoor gear and apparel
retailer Recreational Equipment, Inc.
(REI) noted the Port of Seattle’s
leadership in commissioning the
study. “REI applauds the efforts of the
Port of Seattle in undertaking this
kind of study to better inform
shippers about the carbon
implications of their transportation
options,” said Rick Bingle, Director of
Global Supply Chain for the Seattle-
based company.

Greg Shelton, Managing Director
of the Global Trade, Transport, and
Logistics Studies program at the
University of Washington, noted that
within the study’s assumptions, the
findings are good news for the Puget
Sound. “I feel that the study shows
that the West Coast and especially the
Northwest region have a lower
carbon footprint for transporting
goods between Asia and consumers
in the heart of the U.S.,” Shelton
remarked.

The elected commissions of the
two ports have championed the
efforts to quantify the agencies’
environmental impact, lessen their
footprint, and improve their
competitive position. The carbon
study follows on the Puget Sound
Maritime Air Emissions Inventory, a
groundbreaking study measuring
how port activities affect regional air
quality, and the Northwest Ports
Clean Air Strategy.

About the Port of Seattle

The Port of Seattle operates
several major facilities in King
County, supporting nearly
200,000 jobs in the Puget Sound
region and generates more than
$17 billion in business revenue
and $867 million in state and
local taxes annually. Port facilities
include the Seattle-Tacoma
International Airport, serving
millions of passengers annually,
and a seaport that supports a
thriving cruise industry,
commercial and recreational
marinas, and three container
terminals. The Port is also the
proud home of Fishermen’s
Terminal. Committed to
environmental leadership, the
Port has implemented sustainable
business practices in each of its
divisions.

About the Port of Tacoma

The Port of Tacoma is an
economic engine for south Puget
Sound, with more than 43,000
family-wage jobs in Pierce County
and 113,000 jobs across
Washington state connected to
Port activities. A major gateway to
Asia and Alaska, the Port of
Tacoma is among the largest
container ports in North America,
handling more than $36 billion in
annual trade and almost 2 million
TEUs (20-foot equivalent
container units). The Port is also
a major center for bulk, breakbulk
and project/heavy-lift cargoes, as
well as automobiles and trucks.
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Port          News

WWW.MAERSKLINELIMITED.COM

Maersk Line, Limited is a 
global leader in transportation 
and maritime services.  Our 
U.S. flag fleet of container, 
dry bulk, multi-purpose, 
tanker and roll-on/roll-off 
vessels provides unmatched 
flexibility and capacity to 
transport cargo anywhere 
in the world. We utilize our 
expertise as a shipowner 
and our global network to 
optimize the availability and 
cost-effectiveness of our 
customers’ maritime assets.
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Next on the port’s agenda is a
$750 million project, which will
dramatically increase its container
capacity to levels approaching one
million annually.

the ACP, Port Manatee has approached
its master planning process in an
accretive way, one step at a time,”
McDonald said. “In the last decade,
we’ve increased the port’s capacity
by 50 percent at a cost of $150
million.”

Port Manatee   continued from page 12
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cannot occur until bad habits have
been reformed. While it is industry’s
responsibility to pay its fair share of
taxes, it is the government’s
responsibility not to waste tax dollars.
The lock usage tax proposal doesn’t
achieve either goal. Imposing this tax
would unfairly burden the mode of
transportation that has the smallest
carbon footprint and still has unused
capacity. It is totally counter-
productive.”

“This lockage fee is an ill
conceived proposal that should be
rejected by this Congress just as it
was by the last Congress. This
proposal is intended ultimately to
triple the taxes paid by commercial
users of the waterways system, likely
forcing shippers to divert cargo from
the waterways to already congested
highways and railways,” said Cornell
Martin, President and CEO of WCI.
Imposing a lockage fee now would
short-circuit a promising government-
industry initiative currently
underway to develop a new Capital
Projects Business Model for the
nation’s inland waterways
infrastructure. The Capital Projects
Business Model is a comprehensive,
consensus based capital investment
program that will ensure that
resources and processes are in place
to achieve a safe, reliable, cost-
effective, and environmentally
sustainable inland marine
transportation system, along with the
necessary funding stream. The model
will be presented to Congress later
this year for consideration in the
development of the 2010 Water
Resources Development  Act. AWO
and WCI urge Congress to reject the
lock usage tax and support a
comprehensive solution to meeting
the nation’s long-term waterways
infrastructure needs.

Lockage Tax
continued from page 8
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Vandenberg Sinking Creates New Artificial Reef Off Florida Keys

In its 66-year career, the Hoyt S.
Vandenberg has been a troop
ship, a missile tracker, and a

featured player in a Hollywood movie.
On May 27, just before 10:30 a.m. EDT,
the Vandenberg literally settled into
a new career as an artificial reef in
the Florida Keys National Marine
Sanctuary about seven miles south of
Key West. Explosive charges set on
the ship worked perfectly, and the
ship sank upright to the bottom in
less than two minutes. Divers soon
reported within an hour that the new
artificial reef was already attracting
fish.

The Vandenberg was donated by
the Maritime Administration, which
also contributed another $1.25
million to the project to prepare the
vessel for reefing. The project
required about $8.6 million and took
almost exactly 13 years to complete
from the time Key West resident Capt.

Feature          Story

Weatherby, speaking to reporters
soon after the sinking, said, “We hit a
home run today. Everything was
perfect.” He estimated that the new
artificial reef would generate $10-12
million a year for the economy of Key
West, as well as creating 125 new
jobs.

The Florida Keys now have an arc
of artificial reefs and shipwrecks
running from Key Largo to Key West.

Weatherby pointed out that the
reef at Key Largo, created by the
sinking of the Spiegel Grove in 2002,
is the most profitable artificial reef in
the world, and expressed the hope
that the Vandenberg would soon
surpass it.

The string of artificial reefs in the
Keys is bookended by ships donated
by the Maritime Administration,
which also donated the Spiegel
Grove.

Joe Weatherby picked the
Vandenberg from a list of 400 ex-
military ships to be reefed.  The late
Ed Crusoe, Harbor Master and charter
member of The Propeller Club of the
United States Port of Key West, choose
the location for the placement of the
Vanderberg, and the Key West Club
worked closely for many years with
the Governmental authorities to
bring the project to its conclusion.

Artificial reefs attract fish and sea
life, which in turn attract divers. The
artificial reef created by the sinking
of the Vandenberg is also expected
to help protect the fragile natural
reefs off the Florida Keys.

received a $500 contribution to the SS American Victory.
Other projects that received funding were the Spirit of
South Carolina Tall Ship, the Maritime Museum in Mobile
and two direct scholarships for Maritime education.
Nominations and voting was held for SE Region Club of
the Year and awarded to the Port of Jacksonville Club. The
Maritime Person of the Year was Dr. Kent Gourdin from
the Port of Charleston, and the Member of the Year was
Ron Kobosky from the Port of Tampa.  All of the award
recipients will go on as nominees for the International
awards of the same titles.

The first annual JaxPort Intermodal conference was a
lively panel discussion format with a who’s who of
Logistics and Freight management companies from all over
the US. The general theme of all of the discussions was
centered on how to survive in the current economy and
market trends and strategies for the future. The event was
a sell out with over 250 in attendance. An International
Club Executive Board meeting was held on Wednesday
after the final business meeting of the SE Region with the
International Club President Rolf Marshall and Executive
Vice President John Angus in attendance.

legislation for the Florida Port Credential and the TWIC. A
Resolution was also adopted that urges the Federal
Government to Fund the US Army Corps of Engineers to
complete projects in the SE that will benefit the Maritime
community. Mark LaFon from the Port of Tampa Club will

gather and compile
information on the
educational initiatives of
each of the Clubs in the SE.
The information will be
reviewed at the
International Convention
in Seattle in October.

Contributions from
the SE Region were
requested and approved
for projects in the
Southeast. The Port of
Tampa requested and

JaxPort Intermodal Conference
continued from page 11
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Member          News

including Port President Roy Adams
and Port Secretary Carolyn Adams .
We had a good turnout of Committee
Members, both in person and on the
“speaker phone.”

That evening, we attended
Evansville’s annual “Evening on the
River” festival.  Evansville has a
wonderful several mile long river-
walk along the Ohio, which serves as
a wonderful venue for a huge block
party. There were plenty of vendors,
numerous providers of food and
beverages, live bands, mimes, buggy
rides and other forms of family
entertainment.  We visited the Casino
Aztar afterwards, and Rocky, Rolf and
I all took a small piece of their profits
home.

On Saturday morning, we
reconvened at the site of the LST 325
Memorial, the last operating World
War II LST, for a ship’s tour and the
dedication of a monument presented
by the Propeller Club Port of
Evansville and the Port of Evansville
authority.

Regional Vice President Jack
Cunningham helped make our stay
most enjoyable, and Carolyn Adams
served as our shuttle bus driver,
ferrying us around town, and getting
Rolf and me to the airport in time to
catch our flight home.

- J- J- J- J- John ohn ohn ohn ohn WWWWW.....     AngusAngusAngusAngusAngus

Executive Vice President’s Message

First, I would like to congratulate
Port of Pireaus member Sava
“Kal” Kalafatides who was

awarded the United States Coast
Guard’s Distinguished Service award
by USCG Commandant Admiral Thad
Allen on April 23rd.  The Award was in
recognition of Kal’s longstanding
efforts in support of the AMVER
program, Both in Greece and here in
the United States.

This has been a very busy spring
at Headquarters.  The run up to the
April 28th Salute to Congress is always
a hectic process.  This year, it was even
more time consuming.

To comply with the applicable
ethics rules, as the Sponsor of the
event, all invitations to  employees of
the Executive Branch, The Congress
and the independent agencies must
be issued by the Propeller Club.  Once
the invite is received, the invitees
must then clear their attendance with
the agency’s ethics officer. This entails
issuing around 150 individual
invitations, coordinating the RSVP’s,
and making all the seating
arrangements for the Club’s guests.
Shannon was a tremendous help
throughout the process.  And, by all
accounts, the 25th annual year Salute
was one of the best ever.  Many thanks
to those who purchased tables,
tickets, or program adds!

This year, we were contacted by
ethics officers from the Navy, Army,
the Merchant Marine Academy and
other agencies and were required for
the first time to complete  what is
known as a “Widely Attended Event
Questionnaire” to allow the ethics
officer  to give the invitee the
necessary clearance.  It is clear that
elected officials and other
Government employees will face
increasing scrutiny from the media

and “clean
Gover n m e n t ”
groups.  I am
confident that
we will be able
to comply with
r e a s o n a b l e
restrictions to
assure the event
can continue.

In May, I
visited the Port
of Paducah, Kentucky to participate
in their annual Maritime day event at
the River Heritage Museum on the
morning of May 16th.  I delivered
some brief remarks on the state of the
Club, and brought the folks up to
speed on some of the “goings-on” in
Washington. Jean Stegman was
presented with the “ Port of Paducah
Person of the Year” and Steve Little
was honored with the “Paducah
Maritime Person of the Year”.  And, I
was pleased to be honored by being
named a “Duke of Paducah.”

Sonny Smith and Ken Wheeler
served as my personal concierges,
arranging for my accommodations in
a wonderful riverside condominium
in the heart of the city, as well as
transportation around the town.  After
the Maritime Day ceremony, I was
able to do a “drop-by” at the Paducah
River Industry Crawfish Boil, with a
huge crowd and about 54 named
sponsors. Unfortunately, I had to leave
early to drive get to Nashville to catch
a flight back to Washington.

Our next trip was to the Port of
Evansville, Indiana, where we had
scheduled our Executive Committee
Meeting to coincide with their
Maritime day celebration. We had a
very productive meeting on Friday,
May 29th , which included a number
of guests from the Evansville Club,




